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Past Success Cases—Application [EEZEZE IR Edzbi i T

Top School Acceptances:
IEHRF
HriBta K F
ZINEKRF
SR AN
KAHR Z1HF R
REIRKRF
MHEKRF
IR A AH DR B DR
B 1R, BAESOR. EMITEFIR
ElEapNE2
LRI R X8 Z HT 0 1%
IRERE K

gl

AAKZFE
BREAR K F - 2R AR

Y IR T 24P
LAYl E SN2

)N

RIEKRZE

NN
JERFERPARFZERM/R LD
I Hf P i K =
BATRE X FZBE D1
FEFBEFAZ-EEWH FEMMK

/\'[/\" /\-[/\-

=JF =1



Past Succs Cases—Mentorship C
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B (William) :

* Hangzhou Foreign Language School

*  First SAT 2050, Final SAT 2350

*  Very few activities

* Poor social skills — poor writing skill

*  High GPA and academic performance in Math
* Decided on major (Math)
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William's personal statement @

\ / The “Hook” : to get the reader’ s attention with something excit

Numerous views clashed; bewilderment filled the air. A perfect
mental storm.”

/v\ “A mob of students bustled around the table next to me.
L
(]
) 4




‘ William's personal statement C

Editing process:

Before:
(arrogant & dismissive)

After:
(humble & curious)

MR F

Eager to share my knowledge, I approached the group of fellow students. They jovously accepted the
solution after verifying it and thanked me for my help, but as I tried to explain my answer, they showed
traces of confusion and impatience. The mob gradually dissolved, leaving me and my solution alone. I

felt a sudden annovance. I wondered, did they even care about the reasoning thatmade this puzzle truly

fascinating, or were theyjust afteran answer to put down on paper?

Eager to share my knowledge, I approached the group of fellow students. They accepted the solution after
verifying it and thanked me for my help; but as I tried to explain my answer, they showed impatience. The
mob gradually dissolved, leaving me and my solution alone. Part of me felt disappointed, but I couldn’t
quite rationalize why. Sure, they had many more problems to complete, so it seemed most efficient to

move on to the next one. Irealized that not everyone shares my delight in following the trail of reasoning
that leads to a solution.



William's personal statement @

_ | S BREZ
* The “Big Event” :an experience that inspires or
reveals personal growth/change

That’s why I was excited when asked to give my astronomy club an introduction to calculus. These
students belonged to this club for their fascination with mathematics and science, and they were united by
their fascination with the reasoning behind problems. I prepared meticulously.

The lecture started well as I covered the basics of derivative and integral calculus. But then a listener
questioned, "Whyisit, exactly, that an integral of a derivative reveals the original function, and vice-
versa?" I gave the textbook explanation for the inverse nature of integrals and derivatives again, but the
faces of the listeners were filled with dissatisfaction. Thereasoning was abstract, and rather than devote a
large portion of the lecture explaining a property that was unnecessary for solving either derivatives or
integrals, I asked them to simply accept that one undoes the other. While some of the listeners insisted
that I prove the inverserelation between the two, I pressed on. My words were enough to suppress their
inquiries, but my failure to convey a sound understanding of the integral-derivative relation echoed
throughout the rest of the lesson. I winced as my lecture ended with weak applause.



William's personal statement

* The "Realization” : show a new way of thinking after your
personal growth to represent part of who you are now

* (Dialogue can be useful for putting the reader in
the situation)

“What a tough crowd, huh?” I sighed to my friend as people cleared the room.
“To be honest, comrade, the lesson was a bit disappointing™ he said to me. I was mortified.

“Maybe vou think leaming quick tricks to get through our problem sets is what’s important, but we

weren’tinterested in that; we wanted you to help us fundamentally understand calculus so that we can
discover the methods for ourselves.”

I then recalled the scene where my classmates left me alone with my solution. Only this time, I was
among them, whisking off to the next. It was frustrating to think that people truly passionate for
fundamental understanding in mathematics saw me as a disinterested pragmatist.
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Final “Reflection” section: open up the message by BREF
showing how this personal growth story is important
to your overall personality and world view

I understood why I felt disappointment that day: while we sometimes choose practical results over a
theoretical understanding of the concepts, I believe that the former should never come at a cost to the
latter. This distinction is meaningful to me, beyond mathematics. It explains why I go back and leam a
concept when I get guess at a question and getitright. It explains my feeling of satisfaction after finally
understanding the literary concept I failed to reflect in my essay.

The perspective I gained after that calculus lecture was more than a lesson in teaching and relating
concepts—it was a lesson in my identity.
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Recent High School Success Case @
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